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AMBER ALERT HITS FACEBOOK

Recently, the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children (NCMEC) entered into an
agreement with FaceBook to host AMBER Alert
FaceBook pages for each state. An on-line webinar
was recently held for state coordinators to familiarize
them with the new tool. FaceBook has made changes
to their normal operations to host these pages, such as
removing advertising and limiting access to make
posts.  This will ensure timely and accurate
information is displayed during any alerts.

The Ohio AMBER Alert Steering Committee
welcomes this new venture and will work to integrate
its use into Ohio’s AMBER Alert procedures. More
information will be distributed in the future and in
future editions of this newsletter.

AMBER ALERT REGIONAL
ORGANIZATION NEW GOAL FOR
2011

Ohio has a very diverse population and a variety of
approaches to AMBER Alerts throughout the state.
In some areas of the state, very structured regional
AMBER Alert programs exist. Two examples of
these are Mid-Ohio AMBER Alert and Northeast
Ohio AMBER Alert. In other cases, individual
counties have a very structured local program, such
as Warren and Crawford Counties, to name a few.

There are several areas in the state where programs
may be under-developed and could benefit from a
regional structure. The regional structure would also
benefit the locally advanced plans by assisting in
coordinating cooperation between neighboring
departments. It is in this vein the Ohio AMBER
Alert Steering Committee will be proactively
attempting to bring regional partners together to
organize the state into regional AMBER Alert
programs.

The intent of this organization is to foster better
communication, cooperation, and build upon
individual strengths to ensure all programs have the
best chance of success. As the program rolls out,
please be prepared to support and assist with this
effort. If you have further questions or want to help,
contact OSHP S/Lt. Jackson as listed on page 2.

OHIO STATE HIGHWAY PATROL
OPENS CRITICAL INFORMATION
COMMUNICATION CENTER

Newly appointed superintendent of the Ohio State
Highway Patrol, Colonel John Born, has created the
Critical Information Communication Center (CICC).
This is an expansion of the Columbus
Communications Center and will feature a command
level OSHP officer on duty 24 hours-a-day. As the
center completes their set-up, command officers
assigned to the CICC will be trained to serve as
AMBER Alert duty officers.

This new assignment will streamline the current call-
out procedure and ensure a more immediate and
efficient processing of AMBER Alerts as they come
into the CICC. Along with processing AMBER
Alerts, command officers will also be in position to
immediately process requests for other OSHP
resources, such as aviation, command vehicle, and
SRT response.

“The opening of the CICC (the Hub) will not only
support Division NIMS operations, but also provide
immediate support to our public safety partners in
Ohio and across the nation,” Col. Born said. “The
Ohio State Highway Patrol is ready and willing to
assist where we are needed to contribute to a safer
Ohio.”

SUBMIT YOUR STORIES

Don’t forget to send your submissions to the Ohio
AMBER Alert Newsletter. If you have a success
story, question, issue for discussion, or anything
related to the AMBER Alert program, please send it
to: rjackson@dps.state.oh.us

Did you know?

Scotland had 53 child abduction cases in 2009.
Politicians are currently working to improve their
system so abducted children are recovered safely
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OHIO CART REGIONS

CART Coordinators

Region #1 — Chief Bruce Gower - (419) 547-9555 — bgower@clydeohio.org

Region #2 — Chief Clayton Harris - (216)987-4425 — clayton.harris@tri-c.edu

Region #3 — Capt. Doc Plemmons - (937)754-3068, EXT 3333 — doc.plemmons@ci.fairborn.oh.us

Region #4 — Lt. Marty Buechner - (614)462-3308 — mbuechn@co.franklin.oh.us

Dep. Chief Del Robeson - (614) 901-6466 — del.robeson@westerville.org

Region #5 — Chief David Frisone - (330) 854-2926 — dfrisone@cityofcanalfulton.org

Region #6 — VACANT - Contact OSHP Communications Center to be directed to appropriate county contact
Region #7 — Lt. Jeff McCall - (740)592-3313 - jmccall@ci.athens.oh.us

Region #8 — Lt. James Crawford - (740)622-2411 - jimcrawford @coshoctoncounty.net

**CART COORDINATORS — PLEASE REVIEW THIS PAGE AND NOTIFY S/LT. JACKSON IF THERE ARE ANY CHANGES
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Mark Patchen, Steering Committee Chair Special Agent Harry Trombitas

Ohio Emergency Management Agency Federal Bureau of Investigation

(614) 889-7155 — mpatchen@dps.state.oh.us (614) 865-2543 — htrombitas@columbus.rr.com
S/Lt. Rob Jackson, AMBER Operations Coordinator Al Phillips, EMC

Ohio State Highway Patrol Ohio Department of Transportation

(614) 728-1355 — rjackson@dps.state.oh.us (614) 799-9237 — alan.phillips@dot.state.oh.us
Brent Currence, Director Christine Merrit, President

Ohio Attorney General’s Office OMCC Ohio Association of Broadcasters

(614) 728-5431 — brent.currence@ohioattorneygeneral.gov (614) 228-4052 — cmerritt@oab.org

Sheriff Ronny J. Shawber Michael R. Rankin, Esq.

Crawford County Sheriff, BSSA Mid-Ohio AMBER Alert Plan

(419) 562-7906 — rjs1701@rrohio.com (614)361-1622

Chief Clayton Harris Linda Maloy, Victim’s Advocate

Cuyahoga Community College Police, OACP (419) 569-1087 — lindml@aol.com

(216) 987-4425 — clayton.harris@tri-c.edu

Wayne Fick, State Emergency Communications Committee , Chair - North Central Ohio EAS
(419) 529-5900 — waynef@wvno.com

The committee members welcome feedback, questions, or comments concerning the Ohio AMBER Alert Plan and the committee activities.
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