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OHIO AMBER ALERT STEERING COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

JULY 15, 2010

Ohio AMBER Alert Chairman, Mark Patchen, called to order the July 15, 2010, meeting of the AMBER Alert Steering Committee at approximately 10:20 a.m.  The first order of business was the roll call taken by Ms. Lana Joiner.

I.
ROLL CALL - PRESENT

Governor’s Designee, Ohio Emergency Mgmt. Agency – EMA 
Mark A. Patchen, Chairman

Dept. of Public Safety, Ohio State Highway Patrol – OSHP 

S/Lt. Rob Jackson

Federal Bureau of Investigation – FBI 



Agent Harry W. Trombitas

State Emergency Communications Committee – SECC 

Wayne Fick

Ohio Association of Broadcasters – OAB



Executive VP Christine Merritt

Buckeye State Sheriff’s Association – BSSA 


Sheriff Ronny J. Shawber










     Crawford County

ROLL CALL – ABSENT 

Victims Advocate






Linda E. Maloy

Attorney General’s Office, Ohio Missing Children Clearinghouse
Brent Currence, Director

Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police – OACP 


Chief Clayton Harris 

Local or Regional AMBER Plan




Michael R. Rankin, Esq.

Ohio Department of Transportation – ODOT 


Alan Phillips

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE

Ohio State Highway Patrol





Lydia Wagner

Ohio State Highway Patrol





Lt. Don Grimwood

Ohio State Highway Patrol





Crystal Fletcher

Ohio State Highway Patrol





Gabbriel Crissinger

WHIO Radio, Dayton






Jim Barrett

WHIO Radio, Dayton






Tommy Collins

Ohio Attorney General’s Office




Vicki Germann

Ohio Emergency Management Agency



Tamara McBride

A QUORUM WAS DECLARED.

I.
APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 15, 2010, MINUTES (ADOPTED)

The Committee dispensed with reading of the April 15, 2010, Ohio AMBER Alert Steering Committee Meeting minutes.  Chairman Patchen asked for any additions, corrections or deletions to the minutes.  Being none, Mr. Harry Trombitas made a motion to adopt the minutes, Sheriff Ronny Shawber seconded.  Motion carried by all.

II.
OLD BUSINESS

A. Twitter (to distribute alerts)

Ms. Vicki Germann informed the committee that the Twitter program is ready to roll and can be used on the next alert.  There are only 140 characters that can be used.  She distributed literature to the committee on the Twitter program.  Twitter will be activated by the Ohio State Highway Patrol to distribute AMBER Alerts.  There is a link on the Twitter message that will take recipients to the AMBER Alert website.  Ms. Germann will train Ms. Lydia Wagner of the Ohio State Highway Patrol on the use of the system.      

B. E-Notify

S/Lt. Rob Jackson informed the committee that all who have signed up on E-notify, either by phone and/or text message, have been successfully receiving the alerts.  If anyone wants their receiving procedure adjusted, the account can be updated.      

C. Review of AMBER Alerts

The Steering Committee reviewed the two AMBER Alerts issued since the last meeting, one from Montgomery and one from Miami Counties.  S/Lt. Rob Jackson briefed the committee on the first alert from Montgomery County.  The first one was the suspect father removed victim from premises in violation of a court ordered protection order.  The suspect was charged with violating a protection order and disruption of public service.  The victim was found safely.  Ms. Lydia Wagner briefed the committee on the second alert in Miami County.  The suspect (father) was wanted for questioning in a homicide that occurred at the residence where the abduction took place.  He was armed with a 9MM handgun.  The suspect’s cell phone was pinging off a tower in western Indiana.  The alert was activated in Indiana.  The victim was located safe at relatives in Carmel, Indiana and the suspect later apprehended.  After-Action reports have been requested.  There were no recommended corrections to the alert summaries.

D.
Review of Missing Adult Alerts

The Steering Committee reviewed the 41 Missing Adult Alerts issued since the last meeting.  Ms. Vicki Germann informed the committee that with reference to the latest 40 alerts, one adult was found deceased.  The alert was issued when a caretaker arrived at the home for a follow-up and found the home in poor condition, which included dead animals.  Due to the amount of debris in the home, a cadaver dog was brought in to search for a body.  A man from Garfield Heights, Cuyahoga County, was found deceased, buried in the large amount of debris.  At this time, there is not expected to be any foul play.  There are still five active alerts with one from 2009.  Ms. Germann periodically checks with law enforcement on active alerts.  All cleared alerts are removed from the website after 30 days.  There seems to be some confusion as to what criteria prompts a Missing Adult Alert.  The committee may want to pattern the Missing Adult Alert brochure a little closer to resembling that of the AMBER Alert brochure, maybe a card that shows the two alternatives.  S/Lt. Rob Jackson and his sub-committee will take a look at the Missing Adult Alert brochure to see if there can be alternative criterion.

E. AMBER Statewide Conference (not on agenda)

Chairman Patchen informed the committee that the statewide conference for this year was very successful.  S/Lt. Rob Jackson informed the committee that there was a good attendance from Public Safety and an increased attendance from the media side.  There was a lot of audience participation and the conference was received well.

III.
NEW BUSINESS

A. AMBER Alert Training

S/Lt. Rob Jackson informed the committee that Lucas County contacted him and has requested AMBER Alert training this fall on October 14.  Anyone who would like to attend is welcome.  S/Lt. Jackson invited the media, in attendance for the committee meeting, to a tour of the Communications Center downstairs and will show them how the AMBER Alert program works.       

IV.
MISCELLANEOUS

S/Lt. Rob Jackson reminded the committee that the National convention is coming up this November 16, 17 and 18.

The next Steering Committee meeting will be on Thursday, October 21, 2010, at 10:00 a.m., Room 204, at the Ohio Emergency Management Agency, 2588 West Dublin-Granville Road, Columbus, Ohio, 43235-2712.

V.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn meeting at approximately 11:05 a.m. was made by Ms. Christine Merritt, seconded by S/Lt. Rob Jackson.  Motion carried by all.
________________________

_______________________________________
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MARK A. PATCHEN, CHAIRMAN
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